
 
 

 

 
Meeting Objectives: 

• Approve the meeting minutes from June 14, 2019  
• Hear updates on the Preschool Development Grant  
• Discuss recruitment of focus groups for PDG Needs Assessment  
• Engage in alignment and coordination activities for the PDG  
• Allow an opportunity for updates, new business and public comment 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Attendance: Lisa Schueter, Seth Webb, Nina Bastian, Jacy Montoya Price, Kristen Lang, Lindsey Dorneman, 
Scott Groginsky, Laura Knudtson, Christina Walker, Kerry Wrenrick, Jackie Florendo, Liz Houston, Teri 
Haymond, Joyce Johnson, Nakia Collins, Karen Enboden, Jennifer Stedron, Hunter Railey, Emily Bustos, Sara 
Konradi, Anna Jo Haynes, Melissa Colsman, Kristina Heyl, Amanda Pelletier  
 
Attendance by webinar: Emily Bash, Shannon Bekman, Katharine Brenton, Emily Bustos, Sarah Daily, Kendra 
Dunn, Janet Feil, Susanne Gallegos, Carrie Germeroth, Shannon Greeley Lincoln, Sandra Gregory, Heather 
Hanna, Pamela Harris, Mary Heffernan, Jennifer Hollohan, Stacy Howard, Rachel Hubbard, Luci Hunter, Bill 
Jaeger, Lisa Jansen Thompson, Kristi Koltiska, Brittany Lane, Maegan Lokteff, David MacPhee, Biviana 
Martinez, Linda Meredith, Corina Otero, Janine Pryor, Sondra Ranum, Theresa Rapstine, Ida Rhodes, Nicole 
Riehl, Avilene Rodriguez, Lisa Sadar, Taran Schneider, Michelle Sharp, Tatiana Shibata, Naomi Steenson, 
Michle Stewart, Claudia Strait, Bret Walker  
 
ECLC Announcements 
Kristina Heyl announced that the ECLC has six new Governor appointed members: Bruce Hoyt, Jehan 
Benton- Clark, Sue Renner, Pamela Harris, Ida Rhodes and Katherine Reinemund. She thanked all for 
applying to the Commission and encouraged those who applied to reach out for information on how to 
engage in the Subcommittees and Working Groups. Kristina encouraged the group to register on the Early 
Childhood Colorado Framework website, if they have not done so, by registering and adding their programs 
to the website. Lastly, she reminded the Subcommittee that the next ECLC meeting is on Thursday August 
22nd from 9:30am- 12:30pm.  
 
Preschool Development Grant Updates and Scope of Activities  
Lindsey Dorneman shared updates on the Preschool Development Grant, Colorado Shines Brighter (PDG). 
Lindsey stated that the year 2-4 renewal grants will be separated into three funding announcements: one 
for states that have completed and submitted their needs assessment and strategic plan, one for states 
that have not, and a third for those states who were not awarded in the first year. The Office will be 
submitting under the announcement for those who have not yet submitted a plan. Lindsey shared that they 
have flexibility in reallocating funds which includes encouraging states to begin spending on Activity 5 prior 
to submitting their assessments and strategic plans and evaluating opportunities to spend funds within 
activities that may be ready for implementation. The PDG will begin looking at these opportunities in July. 
She reminded the group to visit 
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Partners?p=Partners&s=Colorado-Shines-
Brighter&lang=en for updates, meetings, webinar recordings and to sign up for the newsletter.  
 
PDG Needs Assessment-Help Us Recruit for Upcoming Focus Groups 
Alex Caldwell and Nina Bastian from the Colorado Health Institute discussed the focus groups for the Needs 
Assessment and gathered the Subcommittee’s feedback and help focus group requirement.  The purpose of 
the focus groups will investigate needs across the early childhood care and education system. Alex and 
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Nina discussed where and when they will be holding the focus groups across the state, and they will be 
holding two virtual meetings. They noted that each participant will receive a $30 Amazon gift card for 
attending the focus groups. One suggestion from the group was to consider parents working third shift 
hours and how to include them. Another consideration from the group is to utilize social media to market 
the focus group information. Alex and Nina shared they will also be holding focus groups for early childhood 
education and care providers and stakeholders, these focus groups will be held during the weekday 
primarily around the lunch hour. Some of the feedback shared during the meeting was to consider a 
weekend option due to many child care providers working during the week and not having available 
coverage to attend the meetings. Alex and Nina requested the group’s help in recruiting families, child 
care providers and other stakeholders to attend these focus group meetings. They asked the group to 
please send all information and materials on the focus groups to their networks. Kristina Heyl will send out 
all marketing materials for the focus groups to the Subcommittee.  
 
PDG: Brainstorming Ideas for Alignment, Coordination and Collaboration to Improve Program Access 
Kristen Lang requested the group’s feedback on possible areas of alignment and coordination to develop a 
visual representation of the early childhood care and education system's current state, as well as to 
identify areas where the state can better coordinate and align to improve program access for targeted 
populations.  There is a "Program-focused Matrix" capturing operational aspects of the major early 
education and care programs in our system; and a "Family-focused Matrix" capturing those aspects of a 
broader array of early childhood care and education services that impact family access. She then asked the 
Subcommittee to divide into small groups to look across the rows of each matrix and identify opportunities 
to improve alignment, coordination and collaboration among programs. The small groups then shared out 
the areas where they saw opportunities for coordination and collaboration.  
 
Early Childhood Health Outdoors (ECHO) 
Liz Houston and Sarah Konradi shared an overview of Early Childhood Health Outdoors (ECHO). Sarah 
shared that ECHO is a comprehensive program of landscape design assistance, seed grant funding, training 
and ongoing technical assistance. They stated ECHO’s goal to connect young children to nature by 
improving the spaces where they spend time each day, transforming traditional playgrounds into natural, 
engaging, and dynamic outdoor learning environments. The components of ECHO including the application 
process, site analysis, design workshop, schematic design, community engagement, action plan, and 
community build days, professional development and toolkits and resources.  They discussed that outdoor 
and green spaces lead to better outcomes for children including increased physical activity, improved 
attention and functioning, enhanced cognitive abilities, supported gross motor development and reduced 
stress. Lastly, they shared that ECHO works to make spaces for children healthy, natural and affordable.  
 

Public Comment and Member Updates 
Christina Walker shared that Raise Colorado will be partnering with OEC and ECLC to hold two discussions 
on Senate Bill 63 Infant and Family Child Care Action Plan. One meeting will be geared towards providers 
on Saturday July 27th at Bear Valley Church and the other for early childhood stakeholders on Monday July 
29th at Mile High United Way. Christina shared flyers for the events with the group. Kristina will send the 
flyer and information in a follow up email to the Subcommittee.  
 
Next Steps and Adjourn 
Kristina Heyl stated she will be sending out a follow up email with materials from the meeting and reminded 
the group that the webinar recording will be posted on the OEC and ECLC websites.  
 
Kristina thanked everyone for participating and reminded everyone that the next Subcommittee meeting is 
on August 9th by webinar.  

Meeting was adjourned at 10:51 am.  
 
Note: Any presentation requested by the ECLC does not constitute or imply an endorsement of the product, 
process, service, or organization by the ECLC.    


