
 

Data Subcommittee Minutes 
August 12, 2019~ 1:00 - 3:00 pm 

Clayton Early Learning – Meera Mani Room, 
3975 Martin Luther King Blvd Denver CO 80205  

Join the conference call: (515) 606-5125 Code:690666 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Meeting Objectives: 
• Approve minutes from June 24, 2019 meeting  
• Vote on endorsing submitted report to add to Framework website 
• Hear updates on the PDG needs assessment outreach  
• Learn about CDE family engagement strategies 
• Discuss CAP4K and READ Act Legislation, implementation over the years, and current reporting and use 

of school readiness data  
• Hear Comments from the Early Childhood Community  
 
Attendees: Phil Perrin (phone), Charlotte Brantley, Susan Steele, Kristina Heyl, Nakia Collins (phone), 
Carsten Baumann, Avilene Rodriguez, Maegan Lokteff (phone), Antoinette Taranto (phone), Angela Ben-
Zekry (phone), Heather Craiglow, Chelsey Hall, Emily Bustos (phone), Miriam Estrada, Michael Taylor, 
Jennifer O’Brien (phone), Evie Hudak, Anji Gallanos, Sheridan Green, Chris Miller, Darcy Hutchins, Amanda 
Pelletier 

Welcome & Approve Minutes from June 24, 2019 
The meeting was called to order at 1:04PM. Susan Steele called for a motion to approve the minutes from 
the June 24th meeting. Charlotte Brantley motioned for approval; Carsten Baumann seconded, and the 
minutes were approved unanimously.  

Review Submitted Reports to Framework Website  
The Subcommittee reviewed a report that was submitted for consideration for the Framework website:  

• Child Welfare Financing in Colorado: Current Landscape and Recommendations was submitted to the 
Framework website. The report provides an overview of how child welfare is financed in Colorado 
and includes recommendation on how Colorado could fund needed child welfare services. Carsten 
Baumann reviewed the report and recommended it to be added to the website. He noted that this is 
an area we don't have much information included on the website and is the most recent research. 
The group voted to include the report on the website.  

Review Reports & Research Framework Flyer-Kristina Heyl thanked Rick Winter for creating the flyer for 
the Reports & Research section on the Framework website. The flyer has been created to promote the 
Reports & Research section and to encourage submissions of data reports to the website. The group shared 
their feedback on the flyer including adding examples of data reports, including link on where to submit and 
to add link to Framework outcomes. 

Preschool Development Grant Needs Assessment Update 
Nakia Collins provided an update on the Preschool Development Grant.  She shared that they are in the 
stakeholder engagement phase: the vendor, Colorado Health Institute is working on completing a series of 
focus groups, survey, and other methods for data collection, and intend to submit the final Needs 
Assessment to the federal government in November/December. The application for funding for years 2-4 is 
anticipated to be made available in September and due in November. They are currently working on sharing 
out a family survey and would like the Subcommittee to share with their networks working with families.  

CDE Family Engagement Strategies  
Chris Miller and Darcy Hutchins from CDE shared an overview of Family-School-Community Partnering 
Framework. They shared background on the development of the framework: the Colorado Department of 



 
   
 
  
Education (CDE) is participating with 9 other states and the project is co-facilitated by the Council of Chief 
State School Officers (CCSSO) and the National Association of Family, School, Community Engagement 
(NAFSCE). CDE is charged with developing a culturally responsive P-12 parent and family engagement 
framework, which includes a specific emphasis on early childhood. The primary audience for the framework 
is Local Education Agency (LEA). They discussed the definition and purpose that are the basis for the 
development of the framework, the stakeholder outreach they have completed, and the timeline for the 
development and implementation of the framework. They shared the four essential elements to the 
framework: create an inclusive culture, build trusting relationships, design capacity building opportunities, 
and dedicate necessary resources. Then they asked the subcommittee to discuss how the essential elements 
fit into an early childhood context. The subcommittee provided feedback including: 

• To determine the primary audience for early childhood 
• To be mindful that pre k is often viewed differently then K-12 system  
• To define family and family engagement 
• Think about consistency between age groups  
• Consider adding language around the importance of children’s develop and social emotional 

outcomes 
• Think about the framework from the family point of view  

Darcy and Chris asked the group to consider how the framework could be used to help inform data 
collection/ usage efforts on family partnering and requested help to think about creating a set of indicators 
for family engagement.  

Overview of Colorado’s Achievement Plan for Kids (CAP4K) and READ Act Legislation  
Anji Gallanos discussed CAP4K and READ Act Legislation, implementation over the years, and current 
reporting and use of school readiness data. She stated that CAP4K required that the State Board of 
Education: 

• Define School Readiness  
• Mandate the adoption of assessments appropriate for determining students’ levels of school 

readiness 
• Adopt a system for reporting population-level results. 
• Include a provision that supports the development of Individualized School Readiness Plans 

Anji shared the Colorado definition for school readiness and noted that the definition does not only include 
child outcomes but the importance of family, school and community engagement. She discussed the School 
Readiness Assessment options stating they must be research-based, recognized nationwide as reliable 
instruments for measuring school readiness, and suitable for determining the instruction and interventions 
students need to improve his/her readiness to succeed in school. Anji shared the menu for school readiness 
assessments in Colorado. 

Anji discussed The READ Act: the Act requires universal screening assessment, identification and 
intervention for students at risk who do not read at grade level by the end of the third grade. Anji discussed 
how the READ Act and School Readiness Assessments work together. She also gave an overview and history 
of kindergarten school readiness data reporting. She stated that the reporting system is intended to provide 



 
   
 
  
baseline data for measuring improvement in students’ knowledge and skills over time. School districts 
submit only aggregate readiness information, not by named domain but by number of  

domains in which students demonstrate readiness. 

Discussion on Identifying School Readiness Data 
Susan and Charlotte then lead a discussion with the Subcommittee on  what does Colorado want to know 
about the kindergarten readiness of Colorado children, and what improvements could be made in the 
current assessment and reporting system to ensure we have access to meaningful information to guide both 
policy and practice. The Subcommittee discussed next steps including if the Subcommittee is the right body 
to start thinking about improvements to the kindergarten school readiness assessment reporting. The 
Subcommittee agreed to continue to discuss this and asked Anji if she could reach out to school districts 
utilizing the data from the kindergarten assessment to present on best practices and lessons learned. 

Public Comment and Member Updates 
Kristina Heyl shared an update on behalf of Jennifer O’Brien and Nick Ortiz, that the P-3 Office has an 
opening for a Data Coordinator position.  
 
Next Steps and Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:03pm. 
 

 
 

Note: Any presentation requested by the ECLC does not constitute or imply an endorsement of the product, 
process, service, or organization by the ECLC.   

 
ECLC Data Vision: Reliable, relevant and secure data guides and informs early childhood decision-makers at 

all levels who are working to ensure all children are valued, healthy and thriving in Colorado. 


