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Meeting Objectives: 

• Approve Meeting Minutes from February 28, 2019 Meeting  
• Learn about Early Childhood Legislation  
• Hear Updates from State Departments  
• Vote on Rocky Mountain Early Childhood Council Waiver Application  
• Discuss Future Involvement in Child Abuse Maltreatment Activities  
• Hear from the Early Childhood Community during Public Comment   

 
Attendees:  
Anna Jo Haynes, Elsa Holguín, Melissa Colsman, Heather Craiglow, Charlotte Brantley, Lydia Prado, Jai 
Scott, Mary Anne Snyder, Doug Clements, Susan Steele, George Welsh (phone), Jeff Kuhr (phone), Jeanne 
McQueeney, Jerene Petersen, Erin Ulric, Kristina Heyl, Amanda Pelletier  
 
Welcome and Business Meeting 
Elsa Holguín called the meeting to order at 9:35am. She asked for introductions of the Commissioners and 
the audience.  
 
Approval of December 13, 2018 Meeting Minutes  
Elsa Holguín called for a motion to approve the minutes from the February 28, 2019 meeting. Anna Jo 
Haynes moved to approve the minutes as distributed, Susan Steele seconded the motion; the minutes were 
approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Welcome Scott Groginsky, Senior Advisor for Early Childhood, Office of Governor Jared Polis 
Scott Groginsky introduced himself and stated that one of the Governor’s priorities is early childhood. He 
discussed the tobacco tax bill that Governor announced the day befoe. He discussed how the tax will benefit 
early childhood, how the Commission and stakeholders in the room will be essential with implementation of 
the early childhood funding from the tax, and that there will be a focus on mixed delivery systems for 
parents to have their choice in child care setting. Lastly, he discussed the importance of cross agency 
coordination.  Scott emphasized the importance of equity and that the Governor’s Office continues to 
include equity at the forefront of their work.   
 
Legislative Updates  
Bill Jaeger from the Colorado Children’s Campaign shared a 2019 Legislative and Budget Items handout. Bill 
highlighted a few bills from the handout with the Commission including: 

• HB 19-1262 State Funding for Full-day Kindergarten- Bill stated that this bill funds full day 
Kindergarten; it is up for second reading for the Senate and the funding for the bill is appropriated in 
the Long Bill. He emphasized the importance of thoughtful implementation of full day kindergarten 
that supports the workforce and ensures quality care.  

• HB 19-1005 Early Childhood Tax Credit- Bill stated that this bill provides an income tax credit to 
eligible early childhood educators who hold an early childhood professional credential and who, for 
at least 6 months of the taxable year, are either the head of a family child care home or are 
employed with an eligible early childhood education program or a family child care home. The bill is 
still moving through the legislative process.  
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• SB 19-063 Infant and Family Child Care Action Plan- Bill stated that this bill requires the Department 
of Human Services, in consultation with the ECLC and various stakeholders, to draft a strategic action 
plan addressing the declining availability of family child care homes and infant child care. He stated 
that this bill to create an action plan aligns with the strategic plan activity of the Preschool 
Development Grant and was signed into law by Governor. 

• HB 19-1333- Cigarette Tobacco & Nicotine Products Tax- Bill stated that this bill would create a 
ballot measure that if passed in November will increase taxes for tobacco and nicotine to fund health 
care access, affordability, behavioral health, out of school learning and preschool.  

 
Preschool Development Grant Updates  
Lindsey Dorneman announced that she is the new Preschool Development Grant (PDG) Director for the 
Office of Early Childhood. Lindsey shared updates on OEC staffing, and said that the Office has hired on new 
staff to support the grant work and introduced Kristen Lang the new PDG Program Access Manager, and 
Avilene Rodriguez, the new PDG Transitions Manger. She stated that the Office is still working on finalizing 
vendor contracts for the Needs Assessment and Strategic Plan activities.  
 
Lindsey shared that other vendors for the activities under Maximizing Parent Choice and Knowledge, and 
Sharing Best Practices will also be announced soon. She stated that the updates to the Early Learning and 
Developmental Guidelines (ELDG) are being led by Marzano Research.  The office is working on 
implementing the ROOTS™ Early Childhood Mental Health Training Program, enhancing the Early Childhood 
Mental Health Specialists program and starting pilot home visiting programs (HIPPY and PAT) to licensed 
family child care home providers and friend, family, and neighbor caregivers.   
 
Lindsey emphasized the importance of partnering with the ECLC throughout the Grant activities. She 
requested that the group fill out two forms: one to submit their organization strategic plans and needs 
assessments, and the other to share any possible meetings and locations around the state for the PDG team 
to travel. Lastly she discussed the importance of leveraging and aligning with SB 19-063 Infant and Family 
Child Care Action Plan.  
 
Early Childhood Colorado Framework Website Overview  
Letty Bass reminded the group that the Early Childhood Colorado Framework was developed in 2008 and 
that the Commission led the update in 2015. She stated that Commission developed the Framework website 
over the last year, which allows all organizations to share how their programs help advance the outcomes 
listed across the domains of family support & education, learning & development and health & well-being. 
Kristina Heyl reviewed how to navigate and use the website with the group. Kristina stated that the 
Framework Working Group has been working on populating the website and have been doing drawings for 
$100 for organizations who have registered and entered their programs into the website. She shared the 
winners of the last drawing which were announced at the Program Quality and Alignment meeting- Healthy 
Child Care Colorado, Sangre de Cristo Preschool, and Special Kids, Special Care. She then shared that the 
ECLC will be sharing this tool with the Governor and Legislators soon.   Lastly she requested the group to 
enter their organizations programs into the website and noted that there will be future drawings.  
 
Department and Legislative Updates  
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) 
Erin Ulric shared a few of the legislative bills that involve CDPHE including a bill on comprehensive sexual 
education and a bill on family planning. Erin also shared that the Department will be creating a report on 
the health impact of paid family leave as part of an amendment to the Family Medical Leave bill. Erin 
shared that the Department is working on a Farm to Early Childhood initiative that brings fresh fruit and 
vegetables to early childhood education programs. Lastly, Erin shared that the Department is in the process 
of applying for a grant around opioid prevention strategies in the early childhood space.  
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Colorado Department of Education (CDE) 
Anji Gallanos shared updates on SB 19-199 READ Act Implementation Measures stating that the bill makes 
several changes concerning implementation of the READ Act by school districts, charter schools, and boards 
of cooperative services that operate schools. She shared an update on HB 19-1134 Identification and 
Interventions for Student with Dyslexia, stating that this bill directs a working group to analyze state and 
national data and practices concerning identification and support of students with dyslexia and to 
recommend dyslexia screening tools and processes, a statewide plan for identifying and supporting students 
with dyslexia, and educator training in recognizing and providing interventions for students with dyslexia. 
Lastly, Anji shared how the Department is focusing on the allocation of ECARE slots with the possible full 
day kindergarten funding.  
 
Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing (HCPF) 
No updates available at this time.  
 
Colorado Department of Human Services (CDHS) 
Jerene Petersen shared that the Colorado Department of Human Services newly appointed executive 
director Michelle Barnes has expressed a top priority of early childhood and behavioral health.  She 
announced that Mary Anne Snyder has been asked to stay in her position as the Director of the Office of 
Early Childhood. Jerene shared that Director Barnes is creating a Behavioral Health Task Force to shape the 
future of behavioral health services and access in Colorado,  and is seeking applicants dedicated to creating 
a system that emphasizes serving Coloradans in their own communities. She requested all interested to 
apply to be part of the Behavioral Health Task Force or the Subcommittees. She also shared that the 
Department has received funding towards expanding the SNAP program in rural communities.  
 
Office of Early Childhood (OEC) Updates 
Mary Anne Snyder introduced Mary Alice Cohen, the Director for the Division of Community and Family 
Services for the OEC, and stated that Mary Alice will discuss the division goal for all Colorado children to be 
school ready.  
 
Division of Community and Family Support – Discussion and Feedback on School Readiness Strategic Plan  
Mary Alice Cohen shared the OEC top three priorities to ensure that all Colorado Children are: ready for 
school when entering kindergarten; develop within positive, stable and nurturing environments free of toxic 
stress; and have the supports necessary to successfully adapt to challenging or threatening circumstances. 
She shared that looking at the ECLC’s three Areas of Opportunity, the Office priorities align best with the 
third Area around supporting family health through a two generation approach. Mary Alice then reviewed 
each of the programs that fall within the Division and discussed how they are working towards school 
readiness for children. She shared that the Division is working on creating school readiness work plans to 
define and track their progress. Mary Alice stated the importance of getting feedback from the ECLC and 
stakeholders on the work plans once they are developed and will continue to share the information with the 
group.  
 
Public Comment  
Steff Clothier from Gary Community Investments shared a partnership they are exploring with Ajay Chaudry 
and other national researchers about the opportunity to obtain support to develop an integrated policy 
approach to early childhood education focused on school readiness.  Dr. Chaudry is working with a few 
states to help identify impactful strategies that lead to school readiness that complement existing state 
systems, as well as financial analysis and thoughtful implementation. Lindsey Dorneman shared that the 
opportunity aligns well and could provide vital information to strengthen our PDG application for years 2-4; 
Kristina shared that the work aligns with our Commission's scope across the Framework domains as well as 
the 3 Areas of Opportunity. 
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Commissioner Updates 
Data Subcommittee:  Susan Steele reminded the group that the Subcommittee is working to develop 
meaningful data indicators for each of the ECLC’s Areas of Opportunity. She shared that Heather Matthews 
is working on the final report on the baseline data the indicators.  Susan shared that the Subcommittee 
revisited their list of strategies as a Data Subcommittee that discussed how they are working toward the 
strategies and are on the right track. Charlotte Brantley shared that the Subcommittee has had 
presentations from Whitney LeBouef from the Colorado Evaluation and Action Lab to help think about the 
Governor’s priorities around early childhood and how it aligns with the Areas of Opportunity. She stated that 
the presentation discussed how to work together to identify cross- agency questions around the Areas of 
Opportunity and see if the Lab can help connect the data on the backend to get a better picture of how kids 
and families are doing in Colorado. Charlotte Brantley reminded the group that the Subcommittee chose to 
use the Opportunity Index as a source of proxy measures for the third Area of Opportunity. She shared that a 
small group met and created a “short list” of indicators. Charlotte shared a handout with the “short list” of 
indicators for the third Area of Opportunity and reviewed with the group.  
 
Communication Subcommittee: Kristina Heyl shared that last Communication Subcommittee meeting was 
canceled due to weather and has been rescheduled to May 9th 2019.  
 
Program Quality and Alignment Subcommittee: Melissa Colsman shared that the Subcommittee will be 
supporting the work of the Preschool Development Grant for the next year as an advisory body for the grant. 
The PQA Subcommittee will be a place for consistent communication and timely updates, opportunities for 
stakeholders to give feedback, and provides a review of the needs assessment, strategic plan, evaluation 
plan, and other grant required deliverables for the ECLC’s endorsement. She shared that these meetings are 
available by webinar and all webinars will be recorded and posted on the ECLC and OEC website. She stated 
that the Subcommittee meetings have had active participation and had 66 attendees at the last webinar 
meeting.  
 
Mary Anne Snyder announced that the vendor for the Strategic Plan Activity of the PDG has been selected: 
Early Milestones Colorado, Child Trends with partnership with Marzano Research.  
 
Elsa Holguín shared that on April 30, Governor Jared Polis will join the School of Public Affairs and School of 
Education & Human Development Education policy networking event. This program will focus on the 
Governor’s priority issues and initiatives in the preschool through grade 3 landscape, with particular 
emphasis on his near-term goal of universal full-day kindergarten.  
 
Child Abuse Prevention Month  
Katie Facchinello from Illuminate Colorado presented on Child Abuse Prevention Month. She shared that 
Illuminate’s mission is preventing child maltreatment through education, advocacy and family support. She 
stated that the core of Illuminate’s work is primary prevention but that they implement strategies across 
the entire spectrum of prevention and intervention. Katie shared that April is Child Abuse Prevention Month; 
with the help of CDHS CO4Kids, they launched the month with the Pinwheels for Prevention event at the 
capital where more than 100 advocates joined and more than 5,000 pinwheels were given out throughout 
the month.  
 
Review and Vote on Early Childhood Council Waiver  
Kristina Heyl reminded the group of the role of the Commission in statute to review Early Childhood Council 
Waivers. Waivers from Councils are for their entire catchment area to address barriers to implementing 
council projects.  
#19-01 Rocky Mountain Early Childhood Council - Stacy Petty gave an overview of the Waiver #19-01 
Application.  She stated that similar to the application submitted by Larimer County, this waiver would 
support high quality centers to bring people into the classroom who meet minimum qualifications but are 
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not yet fully ECT qualified  to receive additional supports and serve in a Provisional-ECT role until they meet 
full ECT qualifications. Susan Steele moved to approve the waiver, Charlotte Brantley seconded the motion; 
the waiver was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Goodbye to Erin Ulric and Charlotte Brantley 
Elsa Holguín announced that Erin Ulric is leaving her positon at CDPHE and will no longer serve on the 
Commission. She thanked Erin for her dedication and work for Colorado’s children and families. Erin 
announced her new position at Colorado Blue Print to End Hunger and thanked the Commissioners. Anna Jo 
Haynes presented Erin with a certificate. 
 
Elsa Holguín announced that it was also Charlotte Brantley last meeting as a Commissioner; her term ends in 
June 2019. Elsa thanked Charlotte for her dedication and leadership to the Commission. Anna Jo presented 
Charlotte with a certificate. 
 
Co-Chairs’ Final Thoughts and Adjourn  
Elsa Holguín thanked all for their work and for being at the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 12:26 
pm.  
  
Note: Any presentation requested by the ECLC does not constitute or imply an endorsement of the product, process, 
service, or organization by the ECLC.  
 
For information about future meeting dates, times and locations, visitwww.earlychildhoodcolorado.org. 
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