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Meeting Objectives: 

• Approve Meeting Minutes from April 25, 2019 Meeting  
• Understand Processes for Engagement with the Preschool Development Grant  
• Discuss future work with Dr. Ajay Chaudry and Dr. Christine Weiland  
• Listen to remarks from Michelle Barnes, CDHS  
• Learn about current Early Childhood Efforts and Initiatives  
• Hear from the Early Childhood Community during Public Comment  

 
Attendees:  
Anna Jo Haynes, Elsa Holguín, Melissa Colsman, Lydia Prado, Mary Anne Snyder, Susan Steele, George Welsh, 
Gerri Gomez Howard (phone), Jeff Kuhr (phone), Tom Massey, Kristina Heyl, Amanda Pelletier  
 
Welcome and Business Meeting 
Anna Jo Haynes called the meeting to order at 9:33am. She asked for the Commissioners to introduce 
themselves and to review the meeting objectives.  
 
Approval of December 13, 2018 Meeting Minutes  
Anna Jo Haynes called for a motion to approve the minutes from the April 25, 2019 meeting. Susan Steele 
moved to approve the minutes as distributed, Lydia Prado seconded the motion; the minutes were approved 
by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Preschool Development Grant Updates 
Lindsey Dorneman shared updates on the Preschool Development Grant, Colorado Shines Brighter (PDG).  
Lindsey introduced a new member of the PDG team, Angela Ben-Zekry; her role will be the Early Childhood 
Workforce Coordinator. Lindsey shared that all vendors are undergoing the contract process or have 
completed the contract process. She stated that the year 2-4 renewal grants will be two funding 
announcements: one for states that have completed and submitted their needs assessment and strategic 
plan, and one for states that have not. The Office will be submitting under the announcement for those who 
have not yet submitted a plan. Lindsey shared that they have flexibility in reallocating funds which includes 
encouraging states to begin spending on Activity 5 prior to submitting their assessments and strategic plans 
and evaluating opportunities to spend funds within activities that may be ready for implementation. Lindsey 
discussed the deliverable for the needs assessment, strategic plan and evaluation plan. She then shared the 
prosed scope of population and programs for the grant activities. She reminded the group to visit 
http://coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.force.com/oec/OEC_Partners?p=Partners&s=Colorado-Shines-
Brighter&lang=en for updates, meetings, webinar recordings and to sign up for the newsletter.  
 
Welcome Co-Authors of the book Cradle to Kindergarten 
Anna Jo Haynes introduced Dr. Ajay Chaudry and Dr. Christina Weiland; co-authors of the book Cradle to 
Kindergarten.  
Dr. Ajay Chaudry and Dr. Christina Weiland shared an overview of their book, their backgrounds and their 
policy plan for early childhood services and cost estimates in Colorado. Christina shared that Cradle to 
Kindergarten argues for a restructuring of early care and education in the United States to better support 
children’s learning and behavioral development from birth to school entry, recognizing families’ work, 
economic, and caregiving realities.  
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Dr. Ajay Chaudry discussed their plans for work in Colorado stating that the Cradle to Kindergarten team 
will be engaging with a range of stakeholders to develop a strategic set of priorities aimed at advancing the 
well-being of Colorado’s children and families. These priorities will include diverse interventions and 
services, and offer recommendations on how to enhance existing systems and what additional interventions 
would further improve conditions for Colorado’s children.  
 
Lastly Ajay shared that the primary goal for the Cradle to Kindergarten team is to create an integrated 
Birth-to Five Plan document and cost estimate by March 2020. The plan will identify and cost out a series of 
potential policy options for child care and preschool services with specific cost estimates that can be shared 
with policy leaders and stakeholders to inform the 2020 legislative and budget process. 
 
Remarks from Executive Director Michelle Barnes, Colorado Department of Human Services 
Executive Director Michelle Barnes introduced herself to the Commission and shared her background. She 
discussed the importance of making sure children and families have the services they need to help them be 
prepared for school and to succeed in life. She stated that Governor Polis has made this a huge priority 
during his first few months in office and that there are some exciting things happening within CDHS and the 
Office of Early Childhood to help advance outcomes for children and their families.  She discussed the 
passage of full-day kindergarten for the state, the emphasis on school readiness, updates on the Behavioral 
Health Committee and the Preschool Development Grant. She thanked the stakeholders and Commissioners 
shared her enthusiasm to be a partner in the work, and, noted that she will continue to learn and advocate 
for children and families in Colorado.  
  
Public Comment &Commissioner Updates 
There was no public comment at the meeting.  
 
Early Childhood & School Readiness Legislative Commission (ECSRLC) - Kristina Heyl shared the ECSRLC is 
starting to meet again over the summer and fall. She reminded the Commissioners that the ECSRLC can run 
potential bills around school readiness and early childhood. She stated that their statue calls them to work 
with the ECLC to help inform and educate their Commission members. Kristina asked that if there is any 
projects, issues or activities that they Commissioners and stakeholders are interested in having presentation 
on for the ECSRLC to please email her them.  
 
Colorado’s Essentials for Childhood Initiative 
Tomei Kuehl from the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment presented on the Essentials 
for Early Childhood Initiative.  She shared the Essentials for Early Childhood Initiative is a grant award to 
Colorado for the second iteration of the original grant by the CDC. Tomei shared the four components of the 
Essentials for Childhood Initiative that include leveraging cross sector partnerships and resources, enhancing 
existing state action plan to support implementation of comprehensive child abuse and neglect prevention, 
implementation of complementary child abuse and neglect prevention strategies and process and outcome 
evaluation. They are focusing on 5 counties (Denver, Mesa, Morgan, Montezuma, Kiowa/ Prowers) and 
identified three strategies: addressing food security and child care access working with local public health, 
working with Good Business Colorado and Colorado 9to5 to prioritize family friendly work policies and 
working with Family Resource Centers to work on help-seeking norms and collective prosperity norms.  
Tomei shared the importance of the partnerships they have developed including state partners, county, and 
state organizations. She shared that Colorado is fortunate to have already developed the Child Maltreatment 
Prevention Framework for Action and they are working to enhance and align with the Essentials grant. 
Lastly, Tomei shared that the CDC provided additional funding for the grant to focus on opioid overdose 
prevention; they have applied for the additional funding and will find out in August whether funded.  
 
Overview of Illuminate Colorado  
Jade Woodard shared an overview of Illuminate Colorado. She shared that Illuminate’s mission is preventing 
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child maltreatment through education, advocacy and family support. She stated that the core of 
Illuminate’s work is primary prevention but that they implement strategies across the entire spectrum of 
prevention and intervention. She then discussed Illuminate’s areas of expertise including Strengthening 
Families Protective Factors, Child Sexual Abuse Prevention, Substance Exposed Newborns, Circle of Parents, 
Child Abuse & Neglect Expert Staffing and Impact on Children of Caregiver Substance Use. Jade discussed 
Illuminate’s new initiative to increase access to child care for parents and caregivers seeking substance use 
disorder treatment or recovery support services. She shared that HB19-1193 outlined child care navigation 
and shared mobile model pilot projects and allocated $500,000 in General Fund to the Office of Early 
Childhood. She stated that in addition, Illuminate secured funding from the Colorado Health Foundation to 
pilot a Shared Mobile Model.  
 
Overview of Healthy Child Care Colorado 
Taran Schneider shared an overview of Healthy Child Care Colorado. Taran discussed the history of Healthy 
Child Care Colorado, their mission and priorities and their impact in Colorado. She stated that Healthy Child 
Care Colorado started as Healthy Child Care America and was tasked with promoting and supporting an 
integrated child care system at the community level that included health care, child care and social support 
services. She shared that Healthy Child Care Colorado has recently been changed from being a program 
under Qualistar and they have been working on board and staff transitions, website re-development and 
establishing a board of directors. They have just started working on developing a strategic plan for the next 
few years. Taran shared Healthy Child Care Colorado’s focus areas including obesity prevention, social and 
emotional well-being, oral health and injury prevention and noted the importance of collaboration in their 
work. She stated that they have a partnership with Children’s Hospital and discussed the three main areas of 
their work as Child Care Health Consultation Hub, conducting Early Childhood Program Trainings and working 
on Advocacy & Systems Building.  
 
Department Updates  
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) 
Lindsey Myers from the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment  shared updates on behalf of 
CDPHE. She shared that CDPHE has a new division director.  She discussed HB19-1122 Colorado Department 
of Public Health and Environment Maternal Mortality Review Committee, HB19-1133 Colorado Child Abuse 
Response and Evaluation Network and SB19-188 FAMLI Family Medical Leave Insurance Program. Lindsey also 
shared that the Child Fatality Prevention report will be made public shortly; the report details causes of 
child death in the state and recommendations to prevent child fatalities.  
 
Colorado Department of Education (CDE) 
Melissa Colsman shared that she has been named co-chair of the Education Subcommittee as part of the 
2020 Census efforts. She shared that if anyone is interested in being part of the Subcommittee to contact 
her.  
She also shared updates on SB 19-199 READ Act Implementation Measures stating that the bill makes several 
changes concerning implementation of the READ Act. Lastly, Melissa shared how the Department is focusing 
on the allocation of ECARE slots with the implementation of full day kindergarten funding.   
 
Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing (HCPF) 
Tom Massey shared that HCPF is finalizing their legislative agenda, budget and strategic plan at the 
Governor’s office. He stated that the Department has been working on implementing the bills passed from 
the last session. They are also working on cost trend and enrollment for Medicaid.  He also announced that a 
project he has been working on with the Disability Community has been implemented with employing the 
disability community for customer call centers.  
 
Colorado Department of Human Services (CDHS)  
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Jerene Petersen will be leaving her position at CDHS for a new opportunity that has not been announced 
yet. She will be leaving her position on the Commission, opening up the seat for a new CDHS representative.  
 
Office of Early Childhood (OEC) Updates 
Mary Anne Snyder shared that the Office is working on implementation of bills relevant to early childhood. 
She announced that Jordana Ash will be leaving her position of Early Childhood Mental Health Director. She 
will be starting work at the Hemera Foundation in Boulder as director of child and adolescent strategic 
initiatives.  Jordana’s new email is jordana@hemeraregnant.org. 
 
Lindsey Dorneman shared updates on SB19-063 Infant and Family Child Care Home Strategic Action Plan. She 
shared that Amanda Pelletier and Kristen Lang have created a cross walk of the PDG data requirements and 
the bills and identified subject matter experts to fill in the gap. They have also been working with Ajay 
Chaudry’s team to use their expertise is some of the requirements of the bill including the costing out of 
recommendations. They are also working on planning stakeholder engagement for the months of July and 
August.  
 
Scott Groginsky introduced himself and discussed the National Governors Association Grant that the 
Governor’s office was awarded. He stated that the Grant has three goals: 1) to support the requirements of 
SB19-063, 2) support the alignment and prioritization of strategies to develop a larger Prenatal to Age 3 
Policy Agenda focusing on gaps in the system and 3) to begin to implement and disseminate 
recommendations from the Prenatal to Age 3 Policy Agenda.  
 
Subcommittee Updates 
Data Subcommittee:  Susan Steele shared that Data Subcommittee continues to have a strong and 
committed group. Heather Matthews is close to having a final report with data on the indicators the 
Subcommittee selected on the ECLC 3 Areas of Opportunity and hopes to share the report in August. The 
Subcommittee continues to work on collecting data on the 3rd Areas of Opportunity. The group has been 
thinking about how to make sure Data is always a part of the conversation at the ECLC Meetings. The 
Subcommittee might begin to bring Data Hot Topics or particular Colorado data points to share information 
and talk about any actions or recommendation Commission could make for using data. Lastly, Susan noted 
that Charlotte Brantley will be staying on as co-chair for the Subcommittee during the on-boarding of the 
new Commissioners until another is identified to take her place as co-chair.  
 
Communication Subcommittee: Tom Massey shared that the Communication Subcommittee met twice since 
the last ECLC Meeting. They have finalized the group’s document on Guidelines for early childhood providers 
to more effectively communicate with parents and caregivers. The group is now working on planning next 
steps on how to share the Guidelines document. The Subcommittee is also looking at collaborating with 
other organizations to think about how to leverage the work others are doing and share out the resources 
the Subcommittee is developing.   
 
Program Quality and Alignment Subcommittee: Melissa Colsman shared that the Program Quality and 
Alignment Subcommittee continues to meet monthly to advise the Preschool Development Grant (PDG). She 
shared that during the June meeting, the major PDG vendors shared their plans and timelines for 
stakeholder engagement. She stated that the webinar was recorded and encourage everyone to review it to 
learn about the PDG plan. She stated that the webinar can be located on ECLC and Office of Early Childhood 
websites.  
 
Appreciation of Departing ECLC Members 
Elsa Holguín announced that it was Anna Jo Haynes’s last meeting as a Commissioner; her term ends in June 
2019. Elsa thanked Anna Jo for her dedication and leadership to the Commission and presented her with a 
gift from the Commission.  
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Co-Chairs’ Final Thoughts and Adjourn  
Anna Jo Haynes thanked all for their work and for being at the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 12:24 
pm.  
  
Note: Any presentation requested by the ECLC does not constitute or imply an endorsement of the product, process, 
service, or organization by the ECLC.  
 
For information about future meeting dates, times and locations, visitwww.earlychildhoodcolorado.org. 
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