
 
 

 

 

 
 
Meeting Objectives:  

• Approve the November 29, 2018 Minutes  
• Hear Transition Updates  
• Discuss Annual Report Presentation 
• Hear ECLC Budget Update 

 
 
Attendance: Letty Bass, Anna Jo Haynes (phone), Melissa Colsman (phone), Elsa Holguín, Susan Steele, 
Charlotte Brantley, Tom Massey, Barbara Grogan, Mary Anne Snyder, Gerri Gomez Howard, Kristina Heyl, 
Amanda Pelletier 
 
Welcome 
Elsa Holguín called the meeting to order at 1:08pm.  She asked members to review the meeting objectives.  
The group reviewed the minutes from November, which Anna Jo Haynes moved to approved.  The motion 
was seconded by Letty Bass and the minutes were approved unanimously.   
 
Transition Updates with Governor Polis and Team 
Ongoing Support and Connection with Governor’s Office- 
Elsa Holguín updated the members on the meeting the co-chairs had with former Lt. Governor Donna Lynne. 
Elsa also updated the Subcommittee on the co-chairs meetings with the Governor’s administration.  She 
shared that she was present at the Governor’s first meeting on full day kindergarten, State of the State 
address and follow up meeting where Governor Polis vision for full day kindergarten was reinforced and 
explored. She shared that a new coalition has been formed to carry out the communication for the 
Governor’s vision for full day kindergarten called Kindergarten NOW coalition. The Subcommittee discussed 
the role of the Commission moving forward and how to best support the Governor and his team.  

Annual Report Presentation 
Kristina Heyl discussed the Annual Report Presentation with the Subcommittee. She stated the reception for 
the Annual Report is on February 6, 2019 at 5:00 pm at the Colorado Health Foundation. She also shared 
that she has submitted the event to the Governor’s office asking for Governor Polis to attend the event.  

State Agency Updates 
Preschool Development Grant-  
Mary Anne Snyder shared that the Office of Early Childhood was award $5.8 million from the federal 
government for the Preschool Development Grant birth through age five (PDG). Mary Anne shared a handout 
on the PDG.  She shared that the Office is being very intentional and thoughtful with the work for the first 
year to set up for years two- four as those will be very competitive years for funding.  

Mary Anne Snyder shared that the Executive Director for Colorado Department of Human Services (CDHS) has 
not yet been announced by the Joint Budget Committee. She also shared that the three supplementals to 
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the budget that the Office submitted have been approved. The Office is also working on two bills for the 
current legislative session.  

Tom Massey shared an update on Health Care Policy and Financing (HCPF) stating that the department will 
be submitting four bills this legislative session.  

Melissa Colsman shared an update on Colorado Department of Education (CDE) stating that the Colorado 
State Board of Education provided a resolution in favor of full day kindergarten. Melissa also shared the 
Colorado Preschool Program (CPP) will be celebrating the program’s 30th anniversary. She shared that a 
media event will be happening hopefully sometime next week and that a celebration will be on February 
27th.  Melissa shared that she is involved with the Colorado Lab Advisory Group and stated that she has 
recommended the Advisory Group work with the ECLC and the priorities the ECLC has selected as their Areas 
of Opportunity.  

ECLC Budget Update 
Kristina Heyl shared a snap shot handout of the ECLC budget till June 2019 and reviewed the handout with 
the group. The Subcommittee discussed potentially updating the ECLC statute during this year’s legislative 
session.  
 
Commissioner Updates & Public Comment 
Potential Legislation- 
Kristina updated the Subcommittee on current and potential legislation around early childhood issues, 
including SB19- 063, the Infant and Family Child Care Action Plan bill, which included the ECLC as a partner 
for a strategic plan for infant care and home providers. The group discussed how to best support the bill 
moving forward.    
 
Commission Vacancies- 
Kristina shared that the Commission currently has 2 vacancies and will have 4 seats opening July 1, 2019.  
The group suggested consideration of geographic location when recruiting people to submit applications to 
the Governor’s office. 

There was no public comment.  
 
Next Steps and Adjourn 

• ECLC members will work on creating information fact sheets on full day kindergarten to help support 
the Governor’s vision. 

• Kristina will re send the Annual Report Presentation Invitation to all Commissioners and ask them to 
share with their networks.  

• A group of members will meet to discuss the ECLC introducing a bill this session.  
• ECLC Staff will work on video (zoom/ skype) being available at the ECLC meetings. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:01 pm.  
 
Note: Any presentation requested by the ECLC does not constitute or imply an endorsement of the product, 
process, service, or organization by the ECLC.    


