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Overview

Colorado was awarded a $5.8 million PDG B-5 grant from the US Department of Health and Human 
Services’ Administration for Children and Families (ACF). This funding was made available under 
the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and is targeted to help states build a quality early learning 
system for children birth to 5 and their families.

The one-year PDG B-5 project period began December 31, 2018, and will conclude December 30, 
2019. Colorado is eligible to apply for a renewal grant. If awarded, the renewal grant will provide 
additional funding through December 2022. 

Colorado Shines Brighter is Colorado’s Preschool Development Grant Birth through Five (PDG B-5) 
opportunity. Colorado Shines Brighter is based on the state’s shared vision to ensure all children are 
ready for school when entering kindergarten.

Colorado Shines Brighter will work towards three outcomes:
1. Colorado families have access to quality formal early childhood care and education settings of 

their choosing which best meet the need of their child and family, especially those who are  
vulnerable and infants and toddlers.

2. Informal early childhood care and education environments (parental, friend, family, and  
neighbor care) are enhanced to enrich and support children’s physical, social, emotional, and 
cognitive development. 

3. Colorado’s B-5 early childhood state system is coordinated and aligned to enhance the resources 
available to families and to improve the quality of relationships among families, caregivers, and 
children.

Background

The Preschool Development Grant Birth through Five supports states in their efforts to analyze the 
current landscape of the early care and learning mixed delivery system, and implement changes to 
the system that maximize the availability of high-quality early childhood care and education op-
tions for low-income and underserved families across providers and partners; improve the quality 
of care; streamline administrative infrastructure; and improve state-level early childhood care and 
education funding efficiencies.

Get Involved

Visit ColoradoOfficeOfEarlyChildhood.com to learn more about Colorado Shines Brighter, sign up for 
project updates, and apply for contract, grantee, or job opportunities.



Colorado Shines Brighter 2019 Strategies 

Activity 1. Statewide Birth – 5 Needs Assessment
• Build upon existing needs assessments and conduct additional research to address:

 ▪ What do we have (current state)
 ▪ What is enough (what do families want)
 ▪ Where is there not enough (identify geographic areas)
 ▪ Who is not getting enough (identify inequities in access)
 ▪ Why is there not enough (market conditions, parental choice, cost)

• Explore an early childhood mental health consultation “warm line”
• Assess community-level needs for different modalities of early childhood mental health support

Activity 2. Statewide Birth – 5 Strategic Plan
• Develop a 5-year strategic plan to ensure all Colorado children are ready for school when  

entering kindergarten by:
 ▪ Utilizing the needs assessment information and data
 ▪ Aligning existing state and local strategic plans and frameworks
 ▪ Building on existing initiatives and foundational systems
 ▪ Broadly including stakeholders across Colorado’s mixed delivery system
 ▪ Increasing engagement in system-wide transition planning

• Develop an Information Technology Roadmap to inform future enhancements or technology builds
• Identify innovative strategies to support the early childhood workforce

Activity 3. Maximizing Parent Choice and Knowledge
• Build upon Colorado’s consumer education and engagement efforts to create a “no wrong door” entry 

point to early childhood and family support programs
• Update the Colorado Early Learning & Development Guidelines and create new content that addresses 

caregivers’ experiences and early childhood transitions

Activity 4. Sharing Best Practices among State Early Care and Learning Providers
• With the support of a process management vendor, convene workgroups to assess and make  

recommendations to:
 ▪ The Colorado Competencies for Early Childhood Educators and Administrators
 ▪ The Early Childhood Professional Credential
 ▪ Early Childhood Professional Qualifications
 ▪ Colorado Shines Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) Framework

• Evaluate and revise the Colorado Shines QRIS to include indicators focused child development,  
outcomes, and to improve quality relationships; initiate a retooling process to transition from  
Environment Rating Scales (ERS) to the ERS – 3

• Mine and analyze data to inform long-term training and technical assistance plans for Colorado Shines
• Develop new course offerings on the Colorado Shines Professional Development and Information System 

(PDIS) to enhance quality relationships and to expand use of the PDIS across the mixed-delivery system
• Analyze the organizational capacity and alignment of local community partners
• Leverage the Colorado Child Care Assistance Program (CCCAP) Contract for Slots Pilot Project to inform 

statewide adoption of child care slot contracts
• Implement the ROOTS™ Early Childhood Mental Health Training Program
• Enhance the Early Childhood Mental Health Specialists program
• Augment the Growing Readers Together model
• Pilot home visiting programs (HIPPY and PAT) to licensed family child care home providers and friend, 

family, and neighbor caregivers

Activity 5. Improve the Overall Quality of Early Childhood Care and Education Programs, 
Providers, and Service

• Implement enhancements to existing information technology, focusing on the Colorado Shines website


