
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Meeting Objectives:  

 Approve the meeting minutes from April 6, 2018 

 Hear Legislative Highlights 

 Discuss School Readiness Quality Improvement Program Rule  

 Have Subcommittee Working  Group Updates  

 EC Needs Assessments for School Improvement Planning Discussion 

 Allow an opportunity for updates, new business and public comment 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attendance:  Letty Bass, Christi Chadwick, Stacy Howard, Heather Craiglow, Carrie Germeroth, Kristina Heyl, Anna Jo 

Haynes, Bill Jaeger, Liz Houston, Lydia Prado, Lauren Freemire, Anji Gallanos, Ann Bruce, Melissa Colsman, Cindy Schulz, 

Nicole Riehl, Emily Wengrovious, Karen Enboden, Mat Aubuchon 

Welcome: Anna Jo Haynes called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m. She had the Subcommittee review the meeting 

objectives, followed by introductions. The group reviewed the minutes from April, which Lydia Prado moved to 

approved. Heather Craiglow seconded the motion and the minutes were approved unanimously.  

Legislative Highlights: Bill Jaeger provided a handout on the 2018 Legislative Session Early Childhood Summary listing 25 

relevant bills and the outcomes.  

Early Childhood Needs Assessments for School Improvement Planning – Implementation of SB17-103: Melissa Colsman 

and Anji Gallanos – gave a brief history of the SB17-103 requirements. A few provisions included within the bill are:  

 Districts with schools that have students in grades K-3 and have priority improvement or turnaround 

plans are required to conduct this needs assessment and address the results in their UIPs. 

 CDE staff must provide technical assistance on research-based strategies that address the qualities and 

availability of early childhood opportunities within the district.  

They created and handed out a SB17-103 draft Guidance document, Implementing Research-Based Early Learning 

Strategies in the Education Accountability System. The group went through the listed resources to discuss whether those 

were the best options listed. Mental Health is a big topic for schools across the state. Melissa Colsman stated they are 

requesting feedback on the document by May 18th which can be emailed to Anji Gallanos.  

Program Quality and Alignment Working Groups Updates: Karen Enboden and Emily Wengrovious discussed SB18-099, 

which recently passed, Align Early Childhood Quality Improvement Programs. Now, rules and definitions need to be 

created for clarification. They brought draft copies of the rules which will be open for public comment soon. They would 

like to receive as much feedback as possible.  Emily noted that many of the rules are already in the rules for the Early 

Childhood Councils, as they wanted to keep consistent.  
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Update on PQA Subcommittee Alignment Document & Action Items: 

Framework Working Group – Kristina Heyl provided a walkthrough of the Framework website.  She asked that the 

Subcommittee share the site and that programs upload information and share with others. The more organizations that 

utilize the website the more useful the website will be.  Letty Bass stated their next steps will be to market the site. They 

are working with Gerri Gomez Howard and Cindy Schulz for marketing and outreach.  

 

ECPD Advisory – Heather Craiglow discussed the progress being made by the working group. A recent focus for the co-

chairs was to determine if any sectors were missing. In doing so, they determined they will reach out to the Colorado 

Association for the Education of Young Children. She also stated the Colorado Workforce Development Council (CDWC) 

is currently meeting to select two priorities to focus on for the upcoming year and the ECPD Advisory is hopeful they will 

include early childhood workforce among those priorities. Heather also mentioned a group led by Kristina Heyl and Kathi 

Wagoner has been doing great work towards developing a substitute pool model for early childhood educators. This 

group will partner with the ECPD Recruitment and Retention goal group. Heather said there was so much space and 

appreciation for more voices and participation on all goal groups.  

Kristina mentioned a second State Agency forum was held to discuss the EC workforce. From the meeting they learned 

the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment has conducted research on what would help improve 

wellness and programs. They are pulling together the top list and the Forum would like to review it to determine what 

ways they can support the workforce.  

Young Child Wellness Council – Ann Bruce shared some of the work happening through YCWC/ Project Launch.  They 

have developed a new course pertaining to implicit bias, which is now on PDIS. It has been a very eye opening and well 

received course. They have a new website - earlychildhoodmentalhealthco.org. This is a resource for providers with 

overcoming stigma and other mental health topics and issues. Have a new survey for centers to collect data on 

expulsions and suspensions. She provided posters with the goal of reducing stigma.  They would like to see them placed 

in libraries and doctor offices, etc.  

Update on PQA Subcommittee Alignment Document & Action Items: Kristina Heyl provided the most recent copy of the 

PQA Reflecting on Progress list created. The goal is for this to become a living document and continue updating as 

progress continues, so they may keep a record of what the Subcommittee is doing and can do in the future. Heather had 

questions on best way to provide feedback, and Kristina stated feedback is welcome in any form, but also suggested the 

form be added to the PQA website so that it is readily available.  

Public Comment, New Business and Next Steps: Lauren Freemire stated the Colorado polling results on what resonates 

best with parents from Save the Children Action Network has been completed. A slide deck and packet are available and 

will be shared as follow up from this meeting. 

Melissa Colsman motioned to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Letty Bass.  Meeting adjourned at 10:51 p.m. 

    
 

Note: Any presentation requested by the ECLC does not constitute or imply an endorsement of the product, process, 
service, or organization by the ECLC.    
PQAC meeting schedule:  
 

 July 13, 2018 from 9:00-11:00am at Merle Chambers Fund, 44 Cook Street, Suite 240, Denver 80206 
 


